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MR LAURIE MARQUET 
Statements 

THE PRESIDENT (Hon Nick Griffiths):  It is my pleasure to acknowledge Laurie Marquet on his 23 years of 
service to the Parliament of Western Australia and the Legislative Council as Clerk of the Legislative Council 
and Clerk of the Parliaments.  Laurie has done an exceptional job in his stewardship of the house over more than 
two decades.  In that time he has served with four presidents from both sides of politics, and he continues to 
provide wise counsel and advice to ensure the smooth running of the department.  Laurie is the longest serving 
Clerk of any Australian Parliament and the longest serving Clerk of the Western Australian Parliament.  I ask 
members to join me in congratulating Laurie on this milestone.   
[Applause.] 

HON KIM CHANCE (Agricultural - Leader of the House) [4.34 pm]:  I join with the President by expressing 
the government’s appreciation of the 23 years of service that Laurie Marquet has given to this place.  That is a 
magnificent contribution to not only this house and the Parliament, but also the state of Western Australia.  I 
think I can speak for all present and previous members of this place in expressing our personal appreciation for 
all those times we have gone to Laurie with problems that we could not work out, but which we had absolute 
confidence that Laurie could.  Most times, he was right.  It was amazing how often Laurie agreed with himself 
when he adjudicated on what we had taken to him.  That is the beauty of being adviser, judge, jury and 
executioner!  That is the unique role of the Clerk of the Parliaments.   
Some provisions of this house do not exist anywhere in the world, other than the New Zealand Parliament.  I am 
not sure whether people understand that.  They are sometimes quite fundamental provisions that are central to 
our functioning.  This house and the New Zealand Parliament are the only Parliaments in the world to which 
petitions stand automatically referred to a standing committee of the house.  What we have in common with the 
New Zealand Parliament is that as well as Laurie Marquet being the longest serving Clerk of any Australian 
Parliament - I almost called him Hon Laurie Marquet; I must stop that - he also served as the Clerk of the New 
Zealand Parliament.  He brought with him those things that make this place unique, bar one.   
Only one member of this place has been here longer than Laurie Marquet; that is, the Leader of the Opposition, 
Hon Norman Moore.  Last year we had a similar little function to recognise Hon Norman Moore’s 25 years of 
service to this house, which means that he was here two years and a few months before Laurie.  Is that correct?   

Hon Norman Moore:  It has been even longer.   

Hon KIM CHANCE:  Is it even longer?  It is not mathematics but the sentiment that matters.  On the occasion 
that members expressed their appreciation of Hon Norman Moore’s contribution, he responded by saying how 
nice it was for everybody to mark the midpoint of his parliamentary career.  Although the state of Western 
Australia and the members of this house would benefit enormously from Laurie Marquet announcing that this is 
just the midpoint of his career in this house, I think that Laurie might like to have a say about that.  I personally 
thank Laurie for what he has done for all of us.  I know that his contribution to the state is perhaps not 
understood, but it is still widely recognised in terms of what he has been able to do for parliamentary democracy 
in Western Australia.  Laurie, I thank you for that on behalf of all Western Australians.  I particularly thank you 
for the way in which you have borne with some of our lunatic ideas and have turned them into law with panache 
and grace.  Thank you very much.   
HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral - Leader of the Opposition) [4.38 pm]:  I also join the 
President and the Leader of the House in congratulating Laurie Marquet on his 23 years of service.  Laurie 
commenced here on 23 June 1982.  I regret reminding myself that I had been here for five years at that time.  I 
was here when Laurie arrived, so I remember 23 June 1982 with some clarity.  Laurie was appointed by former 
President Clive Griffiths.  The previous Clerks of the house, particularly in my time, were John Roberts and 
Jonathon Ashley, who were Clerks of the old tradition.  I guess they were quite staid, conservative and 
traditional-type people and excellent at their job.  However, when Laurie arrived he was not the traditional Clerk.  
Indeed, he was quite young - in his mid-30s - brash and, horror, from New Zealand, highly educated, highly 
qualified and had a legal background.  When he arrived with his bushy beard, which he told us about today, 
some of us were a little taken aback, because it was a new era of Clerks in the Legislative Council.  We soon 
came to realise that Clive Griffiths had made an excellent choice, because Laurie’s expertise in the law, 
particularly constitutional law, and in the traditions and processes of Parliament were such that he made a 
massive contribution to the growth of this house over that time.  When I say growth, I mean the growth that has 
taken place in the context of very changed circumstances.   
When Laurie arrived in 1982, it was pre the current electoral system and it was a pretty cosy place in those days.  
As we all know, proportional representation has changed that dramatically and it is now a place quite different 
from what it was in 1982.  I guess Laurie’s 23 years here has seen this gradual significant change take place to 
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this house, and he has made a very significant contribution to that change.  The way that we now do business is 
better than it ever was, our standing orders are better than they have been and the quality of the advice that is 
available to members of Parliament is better than it has ever been.  As the Leader of the House said, when we 
ask Laurie for advice, we know we are getting the very best advice that we can get and I have appreciated that, 
Laurie, over the time I have been here sharing this place with you.   
I guess an understanding for Laurie’s love for this house is fundamental to an understanding of the role he has 
played over 23 years.  He has an enormous regard for this particular institution and it is probably the most 
important thing in his life.  He has come to have a wonderful appreciation of what this second chamber is all 
about and, in that context, the importance of bicameral chambers in places like Western Australia.   
History will judge Laurie’s contribution very kindly indeed.  In fact, he has led the Clerks’ party with great 
distinction.  Out of all the parties in the Parliament, his is the only one that has won every time.   
We all know that Laurie has not enjoyed good health in recent times.  We wish him a very speedy recovery.  On 
behalf of the Opposition, I congratulate him on his 23 years of wonderful service and, as the Leader of the House 
said, with a bit of luck this will be the halfway mark of his career.   
[Applause.] 
HON GIZ WATSON (North Metropolitan) [4.43 pm]:  On behalf of the Greens, I congratulate Laurie on this 
landmark.  Having been a member in this place for just over eight years, I can say that the assistance that Laurie 
has provided for a member of a smaller party coming into a very different work environment has been enormous.  
I personally appreciate the support and advice that he provided right from the start.  His advice certainly helped 
me and my colleagues to understand the parliamentary process and legislation and to come up to speed as 
quickly as possible.   
It is worth acknowledging that Laurie works extraordinarily hard for parliamentary democracy in Western 
Australia.  I have benefited on many occasions from his advice and assistance on complicated pieces of 
legislation.  It has been a pleasure to work with you, Laurie, and I look forward to your ongoing involvement in 
this house.   
HON MURRAY CRIDDLE (Agricultural) [4.44 pm]:  While there is only one National Party member in this 
place now, Laurie would know that we did hold the balance of power for a long time.  Of course, in that time we 
have regarded Laurie’s counsel very highly and I thank him for that.   
We have had some long conversations from time to time about the various ways in which this institution has 
gone.  Laurie’s respect for the institution, as the Leader of the Opposition said, is well known and he has 
certainly done the institution proud, and we thank him for that.  I thank you, Laurie, for the advice you have 
given me.  Well done.   
HON KIM CHANCE (Agricultural - Leader of the House) [4.45 pm]:  I move - 

That the house do now adjourn. 
Hon Barry House:  I was going to say a few words, but, in the context of what we have just experienced, it 
would be out of place.  I will leave it for next week.   
Question put and passed. 

House adjourned at 4.45 pm 
_________ 

 


